
(
ERE฀IN฀THE฀7EST�฀IT�S฀ALL฀
TOO฀EASY฀TO฀THINK฀OF฀
ALL฀&AR฀%AST฀�*APANESE�฀
#HINESE�฀+OREAN�฀
-ALAYSIAN	฀AUDIO฀ELEC

TRONICS฀AS฀FAIRLY฀GENERIC฀

AND฀FACELESS�฀4HIS฀IS฀UNDERSTANDABLE฀

฀THE฀MASSIVE฀SUCCESS฀OF฀*APANESE฀HI
FI฀
IN฀THE฀SEVENTIES฀AND฀EIGHTIES฀MADE฀
MUCH฀MASS
MARKET฀AUDIO฀LOOK฀VERY฀
HOMOGENOUS฀INDEED�฀"UT฀HAVING฀LIVED฀
AND฀WORKED฀IN฀THAT฀PART฀OF฀THE฀WORLD฀
FOR฀A฀GOOD฀LONG฀TIME�฀FIRST฀HAND฀EXPE

RIENCE฀TELLS฀ME฀IT�S฀SIMPLY฀NOT฀TRUE฀
฀
AND฀ONE฀COUNTRY฀THAT�S฀GOING฀ITS฀OWN฀
WAY฀IS฀3OUTH฀+OREA���฀
฀ )N฀TERMS฀OF฀ELECTRONICS�฀WE�VE฀

ALL฀NOW฀HEARD฀OF฀�OR฀INDEED฀BOUGHT	฀
3AMSUNG฀AND฀,UCKY฀'OLDSTAR฀�,'	฀
n฀BUT฀MOVE฀@UP�฀THE฀EVOLUTIONARY฀
SCALE฀TO฀HIGH฀END฀HI
FI฀AND฀3OUTH฀
+OREAN฀NAMES฀DON�T฀EXACTLY฀ROLL฀OFF฀
THE฀TONGUE�฀"UT฀THE฀COUNTRY�S฀BIG฀
ENOUGH฀AND฀RICH฀ENOUGH฀TO฀SUPPORT฀
A฀THRIVING฀AUDIOPHILE฀SCENE�฀AND฀
ONE฀OF฀ITS฀GREATEST฀EXPONENTS฀IS฀
!PRIL฀-USIC�฀!฀QUIRKY฀BUT฀FASCINATING฀
COMPANY�฀IT�S฀DIFFERENT฀TO฀YOUR฀
AVERAGE฀*APANESE฀GIANT฀IN฀THAT฀IT฀
SPECIALISES฀IN฀@AFFORDABLE฀AUDIOPHILE�฀
PRODUCTS�฀(AVING฀MET฀-$฀3IMON฀
,EE฀AND฀DAUGHTERS฀%*฀AND฀#LAUDIA฀
SEVERAL฀YEARS฀AGO฀AT฀THE฀,AS฀6EGAS฀
#ONSUMER฀%LECTRONICS฀3HOW�฀)฀CAME฀

AWAY฀IMPRESSED฀BY฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THEY฀
WERE฀FOCUSING฀ON฀HIGH฀PERFORMANCE�฀
HIGH฀VALUE฀TWO
CHANNEL฀KIT฀n฀AND฀NOT฀
JUMPING฀,EMMING
LIKE฀INTO฀!6฀LIKE฀ALL฀
THE฀*APANESE฀COMPANIES฀AT฀THE฀TIME���
฀ 4HE฀DYNAMIC฀DUO฀YOU฀SEE฀HERE฀
EPITOMISES฀THEIR฀APPROACH�฀4HERE�S฀
VERY฀LITTLE฀THAT�S฀SUPERFLUOUS฀ON฀
THE฀4���฀TRANSPORT฀n฀INCLUDING฀A฀
DISC฀DRAWER�฀"EING฀A฀TOP
LOADER฀
�SOMETHING฀BECOMING฀INCREASINGLY฀
FASHIONABLE฀RIGHT฀NOW	�฀IT฀DOES฀AWAY฀
WITH฀A฀COSTLY฀AND฀RATHER฀UNNATURAL฀
FEELING฀DISC฀TRAY�฀$ISC฀TRAYS฀CAN฀BE฀
NICE฀n฀AS฀9AMAHA�S฀NEW฀#$
3����฀
PROVES฀n฀BUT฀THIS฀IS฀THE฀EXCEPTION฀
RATHER฀THAN฀THE฀RULE�฀AS฀MOST฀ARE฀

3PICE฀7ORLD
!฀DISTINCTIVE฀TWO
BOX฀#$฀TRANSPORT฀AND฀$!#�฀3TELLO�S฀
#$
4����$!���฀3IGNATURE฀IS฀A฀DIGITAL฀DELICACY฀YOU฀
WON�T฀WANT฀TO฀MISS�฀SAYS฀$AVID฀0RICE���
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PLASTICKY฀TAT฀WITH฀ALL฀THE฀FINESSE฀OF฀
WRECKING฀BALL�฀3TELLO�S฀DECISION฀TO฀DO฀
THINGS฀THIS฀WAY฀MAKES฀A฀LOT฀OF฀SENSE฀
THEN฀n฀SAVE฀MONEY฀AND฀GIVE฀THE฀USER฀
A฀MORE฀@HANDS฀ON�฀USER฀EXPERIENCE�฀
4HE฀ONLY฀DOWNSIDE฀IS฀YOU฀HAVE฀TO฀
MANUALLY฀FIT฀THE฀MAGNETIC฀PUCK฀�NOT฀A฀
CHORE฀IF฀YOU�VE฀EVER฀USED฀A฀TURNTABLE฀
WITH฀A฀RECORD฀CLAMP	฀AND฀PLACE฀THE฀
SMOKED฀ACRYLIC฀TOP฀COVER฀ON฀YOURSELF฀
n฀ALTHOUGH฀THE฀UNIT฀WILL฀PLAY฀#$S฀
WITHOUT฀IT฀FITTED฀PERFECTLY฀HAPPILY�

฀ !฀HALF
WIDTH฀AFFAIR�฀THE฀
4���฀IS฀SATISFYINGLY฀COMPACT฀AT฀
���X��X���MM�฀SO฀WHEN฀SAT฀NEXT฀
TO฀THE฀$!���3฀IT�S฀THE฀SAME฀SIZE฀AS฀
A฀CONVENTIONAL฀#$฀PLAYER�฀9OU฀CAN฀OF฀
COURSE฀SITE฀THE฀4���฀ON฀TOP฀OF฀THE฀
$!����฀MAKING฀A฀MINIATURE฀STACK�฀)TS฀
FASCIA฀HAS฀ONLY฀THE฀BASICS฀n฀TRANSPORT฀
CONTROLS฀PLUS฀A฀LARGE฀RED฀,%$฀DISPLAY�฀
WHICH฀)฀PERSONALLY฀LOVE฀n฀IT�S฀BRIGHT฀
AND฀BOLD฀LIKE฀A฀NINETEEN฀SEVENTIES฀
CLOCK
RADIO฀�OR฀A฀BOMB�฀AS฀MY฀OTHER฀
HALF฀PUT฀IT	�฀2OUND฀THE฀BACK�฀THERE�S฀
A฀SIMPLE฀POWER฀ON
OFF฀SWITCH�฀PLUS฀A฀
HOST฀OF฀DIGITAL฀OUTPUTS�฀INCLUDING฀!%3�
%"5�฀COAXIAL฀AND฀4/3,).+�฀PLUS฀AN฀
I�S฀VIA฀A฀MINI฀$).฀SOCKET฀;SEE฀"/8=฀
AND฀AN฀)%#฀POWER฀INPUT�฀
฀ !S฀YOU฀MIGHT฀EXPECT�฀THE฀
MATCHING฀$!���฀3IGNATURE฀DIGITAL

TO
ANALOGUE฀CONVERTER฀DUPLICATES฀
THESE฀DIGITAL฀CONNECTORS�฀WITH฀THE฀
EXCEPTION฀OF฀COURSE฀OF฀2#!฀PHONO฀
AND฀BALANCED฀ANALOGUE฀OUTPUTS�฀AND฀
A฀53"฀DIGITAL฀INPUT�฀!LTHOUGH฀THE฀5+฀
AUDIOPHILE฀MARKET�฀SHALL฀WE฀SAY�฀HASN�T฀
BEEN฀PERSUADED฀OF฀THE฀BENEFITS฀OF฀
AUDIO฀FROM฀COMPUTERS�฀MUCH฀OF฀THE฀
&AR฀%AST฀HAS฀n฀HENCE฀THE฀ABILITY฀FOR฀
THE฀$!���3฀TO฀ACT฀AS฀A฀53"฀AUDIO฀
OUTPUT฀DEVICE�฀WHEREUPON฀YOU฀CAN฀
PIPE฀YOUR฀I4UNES฀SONGS฀OUT฀TO฀THE฀
3TELLO฀IN฀ALL฀THEIR฀DIRECT฀DIGITAL฀GLORY�฀
4HE฀FRONT฀PANEL฀HAS฀POWER฀ON
OFF฀
AND฀INPUT฀SOURCE฀SELECTION�฀PLUS฀AN฀
5PSAMPLING฀BUTTON฀n฀ALLUDING฀TO฀THE฀
CIRCUITRY฀INSIDE���
฀ 9ES�฀THE฀$!���฀3IGNATURE฀
IS฀INDEED฀A฀TRUE฀��BIT�฀���K(Z฀
UPSAMPLING฀DESIGN�฀SAID฀TO฀HAVE฀A฀
JITTER
FREE฀TIMING฀CIRCUIT฀AND฀�TH

ORDER฀DIGITAL฀FILTER�฀PLUS฀A฀FULLY฀DISCRETE฀
#LASS฀!฀ANALOGUE฀OUTPUT฀STAGE�฀4HE฀
UNIT฀FEATURES฀��฀TOLERANCE฀METAL฀
FILM฀RESISTORS�฀7)-!฀POLYPROPYLENE฀
CAPACITORS�฀#ARDAS฀2#!฀CONNECTORS�฀
AND฀.EUTRIK฀BALANCED฀CONNECTORS�฀
PLUS฀AN฀IMPRESSIVELY฀SIZED฀�FOR฀A฀
$!#	฀��6!฀TOROIDAL฀TRANSFORMER�฀
WHILE฀THE฀VOLTAGE฀REGULATION฀CIRCUIT฀
IS฀SAID฀TO฀HAVE฀VERY฀LOW฀OUTPUT฀
IMPEDANCE�฀/VERALL�฀BOTH฀UNITS฀ARE฀
VERY฀TIDILY฀FINISHED�฀NOT฀LAVISH฀IN฀THE฀

*APANESE฀HIGH฀END฀SENSE�฀BUT฀VERY฀
CRISP฀TO฀THE฀TOUCH฀AND฀PURPOSEFUL฀ALL฀
THE฀SAME�

3/5.$฀15!,)49
3TARTING฀WITH฀THE฀4����฀)฀CHOSE฀
TO฀AUDITION฀IT฀AGAINST฀A฀FAVOURITE฀
HIGH฀END฀REFERENCE฀TRANSPORT�฀THE฀
3ONY฀#$0
2��฀4HE฀LITTLE฀3TELLO฀WAS฀
NO฀MATCH฀FOR฀THE฀MASSIVELY฀MORE฀
EXPENSIVE฀CLASSIC฀3ONY฀OF฀COURSE�฀BUT฀
THE฀COMPARISON฀SHOWED฀ME฀IT฀WAS฀

GETTING฀THE฀BASICS฀VERY฀RIGHT฀INDEED�฀
6ERY฀FAST฀ACCESS฀TIMES฀TOLD฀ME฀THAT฀
THIS฀LITTLE฀TRANSPORT฀VERY฀LIKELY฀HAS฀A฀
BESPOKE฀#$฀MECHANISM฀IN฀IT�฀WHICH฀
CAN฀ONLY฀BE฀A฀GOOD฀THING�฀4HROUGH฀
THE฀3TELLO฀$!���฀VIA฀COAXIAL฀DIGITAL฀
IN�฀BOTH฀TRANSPORTS฀SHOWED฀A฀STRONG�฀
CONFIDENT฀SOUND฀WITH฀PLENTY฀OF฀FOCUS�฀
DYNAMICS฀AND฀DETAIL�฀,ISTENING฀TO฀
3UPERTRAMP�S฀@"REAKFAST฀IN฀!MERICA��฀
)฀COULD฀HEAR฀THE฀3ONY฀ADDING฀A฀LITTLE฀
MORE฀FINESSE฀AND฀A฀STRONGER฀BOTTOM฀
END�฀BUT฀CERTAINLY฀DIDN�T฀SOUND฀LIKE฀
ITS฀ORIGINAL฀SELLING฀PRICE฀HAD฀BEEN฀
TEN฀TIMES฀MORE�฀)NDEED�฀)฀FOUND฀THAT฀
PLACING฀&OCULPODS฀BENEATH฀THE฀3TELLO฀
4���฀GAVE฀NOTICEABLY฀IMPROVED฀
BOTTOM฀END฀WEIGHT�฀PLUS฀A฀MORE฀
EXPANSIVE฀SOUNDSTAGE�฀
฀ .EXT�฀)฀CONCENTRATED฀ON฀THE฀
SOUND฀COMING฀FROM฀THE฀$!���3฀VIA฀
THE฀REFERENCE฀3ONY฀TRANSPORT฀n฀TO฀
ASSESS฀THE฀3TELLO฀$!#฀IN฀OUTRIGHT฀
TERMS�฀)MPRESSED฀AS฀)�D฀BEEN฀WITH฀
THE฀#$฀TRANSPORT�฀)฀WASN�T฀EXPECTING฀
SUCH฀A฀HEROIC฀PERFORMANCE฀FROM฀THE฀
CONVERTOR�฀7ITH฀UPSAMPLING฀SWITCHED฀
OFF�฀IT฀WAS฀AN฀ENJOYABLE�฀DETAILED฀AND฀
MUSICAL฀DEVICE฀WITH฀SONG฀BASS�฀A฀
SMOOTH฀TREBLE�฀OODLES฀OF฀MIDBAND฀
DETAIL฀AND฀A฀SATISFYINGLY฀MUSICAL฀GAIT�฀
���฀3TATE�S฀@!NCODIA�฀SOUNDED฀PUNCHY฀
AND฀DYNAMIC�฀BUT฀WITH฀REAL฀FINESSE�
฀ 3TEPPING฀UP฀TO฀FULL฀OVERSAMPLING฀
VIA฀THE฀FRONT฀PANEL฀BUTTON฀MADE฀A฀
DIFFERENCE฀TO฀ALMOST฀EVERY฀ASPECT฀
OF฀THE฀$!���3�S฀PERFORMANCE�฀-OST฀
NOTICEABLE฀WAS฀THE฀TREBLE�฀WHICH฀
@MOVED฀BACK�฀SLIGHTLY฀IN฀THE฀MIX฀
n฀THOSE฀3UPERTRAMP฀RIDE฀CYMBALS฀
SOUNDING฀LESS฀GRAINY�฀SILKIER฀AND฀MORE฀
ATMOSPHERIC�฀4HESE฀IMPROVEMENTS฀
WENT฀DOWN฀TO฀THE฀MIDBAND�฀WITH฀
THE฀SENSE฀OF฀MORE฀SPACE฀AROUND฀
INSTRUMENTS฀IN฀THE฀MIX�฀SLIGHTLY฀
GREATER฀DYNAMICS฀AND฀A฀SWEETER�฀
MORE฀NATURAL฀TONALITY�฀.OTES฀SEEMED฀
TO฀STOP฀AND฀START฀MORE฀EXPLICITLY�฀AND฀
SOUND฀LESS฀OF฀A฀BLUR�฀)N฀THE฀BASS�฀THERE฀
WAS฀A฀FRACTION฀MORE฀WARMTH�฀AND฀A฀
MORE฀NATURAL�฀EASY฀DEMEANOUR�
฀ .EXT฀IT฀WAS฀TIME฀TO฀LISTEN฀TO฀THE฀
3TELLO฀COMBINATION฀TOGETHER฀IN฀FULL


ON฀I�S฀LINKED฀MODE�฀AS฀A฀a�����฀#$฀
PLAYER�฀!T฀THIS฀POINT฀)฀WHEELED฀IN฀n฀
YES�฀YOU�VE฀GUESSED฀IT฀n฀OUR฀REFERENCE฀
INTEGRATED฀PLAYER฀AT฀THIS฀PRICE฀POINT�฀
THE฀!STINTREW฀!4�������฀3TARTING฀WITH฀
THIS฀MID
PRICE฀FAVE�฀3UPERTRAMP�S฀
@/H฀$ARLING�฀SOUNDED฀BEGUILING�฀
AS฀)�D฀EXPECTED�฀7E฀GOT฀THE฀�NOW฀
CUSTOMARY	฀CAPACIOUS฀SOUNDSTAGE�฀
FULSOME฀BASS฀AND฀SILKY฀TREBLE�฀-OVING฀
THE฀3TELLO฀RAISED฀AN฀EYEBROW�฀AS฀THE฀
SOUNDSTAGE฀DIDN�T฀SHRINK฀BACK฀AS฀)�D฀
EXPECTED�฀)NSTEAD฀IT฀STAYED฀JUST฀AS฀
VAST�฀INSTANTLY฀MARKING฀THIS฀+OREAN฀
COMBO฀OUT฀AS฀SPECIAL฀IN฀THIS฀RESPECT�฀
"UT฀THERE฀WAS฀MORE�฀WITHIN฀THE฀MIX�฀
INSTRUMENTS฀WERE฀MORE฀PRECISELY฀
LOCATED�฀THE฀3TELLO฀DUO฀SINGLING฀OUT฀
THE฀PLACEMENT฀OF฀2ICK฀$AVIES�S฀VOCALS฀

WITH฀RIFLEBOLT฀PRECISION�฀-OVING฀BACK฀
TO฀THE฀!4�����฀AND฀)฀COULD฀HEAR฀THE฀
PLAYER฀@OBFUSCATING฀SOMEWHAT��฀AS฀IF฀
IT฀WAS฀SAYING�฀hMAYBE฀HE�S฀OVER฀HERE�฀
OR฀MAYBE฀HE฀ISN�Tv�฀"ACK฀TO฀THE฀3TELLO฀
AND฀AGAIN�฀INSTRUMENTS฀SEEMED฀TO฀
CLICK฀BACK฀INTO฀THEIR฀RIGHTFUL฀PLACES�฀
฀ !LTHOUGH฀THIS฀WAS฀THE฀MOST฀
OBVIOUS฀DIFFERENCE�฀IT฀WAS฀BY฀NO฀
MEANS฀THE฀ONLY฀ONE�฀4HE฀3TELLO�S฀
MIDBAND฀SEEMED฀MORE฀DYNAMIC�฀WITH฀
MORE฀SPACE฀BETWEEN฀THE฀NOTES�฀AS฀
IF฀THE฀STUDIO฀ENGINEER฀HAD฀SWITCHED฀
THE฀SUSTAIN฀PEDAL฀OFF�฀2HYTHMICALLY�฀
THIS฀MADE฀THE฀4����$!���3฀COMBO฀
SNAPPIER฀SOUNDING�฀AT฀THE฀SAME฀TIME฀
GIVING฀IT฀A฀MORE฀RELAXED฀GAIT฀n฀YOU฀
COULD฀@LISTEN฀IN�฀TO฀WHAT฀WAS฀GOING฀
ON฀IN฀THE฀MIX฀BETWEEN฀THE฀DRUM฀

�A฀DELIGHTFUL฀COMBINATION฀OF฀
SWEETNESS฀AND฀STRENGTH���

$!���฀3IGNATURE฀)NTERNAL�
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BEATS�฀)N฀THIS฀RESPECT�฀THE฀COMBO฀
REMINDED฀ME฀OF฀THE฀0RIMA฀,UNA฀
0RO,OGUE฀%IGHT฀#$฀PLAYER฀)฀REVIEWED฀
LAST฀MONTH฀n฀ALTHOUGH฀IT฀DIDN�T฀QUITE฀
MATCH฀ITS฀SUBLIME฀TIMING�฀IT฀CAME฀
CLOSE�
฀ #RISP�฀CLASSY฀NINETIES฀POP฀SUCH฀
AS฀0REFAB฀3PROUT�S฀@#ARNIVAL฀�����฀
WAS฀ANOTHER฀PLEASURE�฀4HE฀OPENING฀
GUITAR฀PART฀SOUNDED฀SNAPPIER฀THROUGH฀
THE฀3TELLO�฀MORE฀CLEARLY฀IMPARTING฀
THE฀SOUND฀OF฀0ADDY฀-C!LOON�S฀HAND฀
ON฀THE฀BODY฀OF฀GUITAR�฀(IS฀VOICE฀WAS฀
QUITE฀DIFFERENT฀IN฀TEXTURE฀n฀SOUNDING฀
A฀LITTLE฀GRITTIER฀AND฀MORE฀NATURAL฀THAN฀
THE฀!STINTREW�฀WHICH฀@AIRBRUSHED�฀
THE฀GRAIN฀OUT฀AND฀REMOVED฀SOME฀OF฀
THE฀STUDIO฀REVERB�฀4HE฀COMPLEX฀MIX฀
WAS฀BETTER฀@EXPLAINED�฀BY฀THE฀3TELLO�฀
REVEALING฀AS฀IT฀DID฀ITS฀MANY฀STRANDS฀
WITH฀GREATER฀CLARITY�฀YET฀HANGING฀
EVERYTHING฀TOGETHER฀CONVINCINGLY฀AND฀
ENJOYABLY�฀
฀ 7HERE฀UP฀TO฀NOW฀IT฀HAD฀BEEN฀
AT฀LEAST฀A฀POINTS฀WIN฀TO฀THE฀3TELLO�฀
MOVING฀TO฀!PHEX฀4WIN�S฀@0ULSEWIDTH�฀
SHOWCASED฀THE฀ESSENTIAL฀DIFFERENCES฀
BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀PLAYERS฀MORE฀
STARKLY฀STILL�฀!฀CLASSIC฀SLICE฀OF฀EARLY฀
AMBIENT฀ELECTRONICA฀�AS฀.-%฀WOULD฀
INVARIABLY฀DESCRIBE฀IT	�฀THE฀WARM฀
ANALOGUE฀SYNTH฀PADS฀AND฀2OLAND฀
-#���฀PERCUSSION฀CAME฀ACROSS฀
MORE฀ENJOYABLY฀VIA฀THE฀!STINTREW�฀)TS฀
MORE฀LAID
BACK�฀LOUCHE฀NATURE฀SUITED฀
THE฀MOOD฀OF฀THE฀MUSIC�฀WHEREAS฀
THE฀3TELLO฀COMBO฀WENT�฀2OTTWEILER


LIKE�฀FOR฀THE฀RHYTHMIC฀JUGULAR฀VEIN�฀
(I
HATS฀AND฀SNARE฀SOUNDS฀WERE฀MORE฀
EXPLICIT�฀SNAPPIER฀AND฀STRONGER�฀AS฀
WAS฀THE฀RECORDING�S฀ORIGINAL฀TAPE฀HISS�฀
AND฀ALL฀THE฀OTHER฀WARTS฀TOO�฀)T฀WAS฀
AN฀ENJOYABLE฀LISTEN�฀BUT฀NOT฀QUITE฀AS฀
SOULFUL฀AS฀VIA฀THE฀!STINTREW�
฀ 4HE฀3TELLO฀#$
4����$!���3฀
IS฀AN฀ASTONISHINGLY฀CAPABLE฀
PAIRING฀AT฀THE฀PRICE�฀)T฀MAJORS฀
ON฀DETAIL฀AND฀DYNAMICS�฀BUT฀
IS฀BY฀NO฀MEANS฀HARD฀OR฀BITING฀
n฀IN฀FACT฀IT฀HAS฀A฀DELIGHTFUL฀
COMBINATION฀OF฀SWEETNESS฀AND฀
STRENGTH�฀!LTHOUGH฀MUSICALLY฀
VERY฀ENJOYABLE�฀IT�S฀LESS฀
ROMANTIC฀SOUNDING฀THAN฀EITHER฀
THE฀!STINTREW฀OR฀MY฀
REFERENCE฀INTEGRATED฀
#$฀PLAYER�฀THE฀-ARANTZ฀
#$��+)฀$0฀�WHOSE฀
ABILITY฀TO฀TURN฀ANY฀
COMBINATION฀OF฀NOTES฀
ON฀A฀SCORE฀INTO฀GUSHING�฀
HEARTRENDING฀MUSIC฀
REMAINS฀UNSURPASSED�฀
IN฀MY฀SYSTEM฀AT฀LEAST	฀
n฀SO฀DON�T฀BUY฀IT฀YOU฀
WANT฀AN฀EMOTIONALLY฀
@OVER฀THE฀TOP�฀SOURCE�฀
฀ 6IA฀I�S฀ESPECIALLY�฀
IT�S฀A฀GREAT฀COMBINATION�฀
THE฀#$฀TRANSPORT฀IS฀THE฀
MORE฀RIGID฀AND฀CEREBRAL฀
SOUNDING฀OF฀THE฀TWO฀
BOXES�฀IMPOSING฀A฀TAUT�฀
TIGHT฀DISCIPLINE฀ON฀ITS฀

PARTNERING฀$!#�฀�5SING฀THE฀-ARANTZ฀
OR฀!STINTREW฀AS฀TRANSPORTS฀MADE฀THE฀
$!���3฀SOUND฀A฀LITTLE฀MORE฀FLUID�฀
IF฀LESS฀PUNCHY	�฀&OR฀ME฀THOUGH�฀THE฀
$!#฀IS฀THE฀STAR฀n฀VIA฀THE฀#$
4���฀
IT฀MAKES฀A฀VERY฀NICE฀NOISE฀INDEED�฀
BUT฀ABSOLUTELY฀FLIES฀WITH฀A฀HIGH฀END฀
TRANSPORT฀FROM฀THE฀LIKES฀OF฀3ONY฀OR฀
%SOTERIC�฀)T�S฀VERY฀NEUTRAL�฀YET฀SUBTLE฀
AND฀MUSICAL฀TOO฀n฀WITH฀BRILLIANTLY฀
IMPLEMENTED฀UPSAMPLING�฀)฀CAN฀SEE฀
IT฀UPGRADING฀AGEING฀a���฀#$฀PLAYERS�฀
OR฀WORKING฀AS฀A฀BRILLIANT฀STOPGAP฀
UNTIL฀YOU�VE฀BOUGHT฀YOUR฀DREAM฀$!#฀
TO฀MATCH฀YOUR฀a�����฀TRANSPORT�฀
7HEREAS฀SOME฀*APANESE฀#$฀PLAYERS฀
CAN฀SOUND฀RATHER฀MECHANICAL฀BUT฀
TECHNICALLY฀BRILLIANT�฀WHILE฀"RITISH฀
ONES฀OFTEN฀ARE฀OVER฀SMOOTH฀BUT฀
SWEET฀n฀HERE฀WE฀HAVE฀THE฀BEST฀OF฀
BOTH฀WORLDS�฀*UST฀LIKE฀+OREAN฀KIMCHI฀
FERMENTED฀VEGETABLES�฀IT฀WILL฀SPICE฀UP฀
YOUR฀LIFE�฀
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